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Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MUSCAT 00630 130741Z 
11 

ACTION AID-05 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-06 ISO-OO SPM-01 10-04 OIC-01 SP-02 SWF-01 

RSC-01 DRC-01 /023W 

113463 

R 130707Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 539 

UNCLAS MUSCAT 630 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID 

SUBJECT: RESOURCES FOR POPULATION ASSISTANCE 
REF: STATE 222901 

h ALTHOUGH A PETROLEUM EXPORTING NATION, OMAN'S MODEST 
INCOME (BY GULF STANDARDS) PLACES COUNNKY CONSIDERABLY 
BELOW RANKS OF " UL-RICH" PROSPECTIVE DONORS. TO DATE, 

OMAN IS NOT RECIPIENT OF AID. 

2. KWITHIN LAST MONTH, OMAN GOVT HAS DECREED THAT FIRST 
EVER CENSUS SHOULD BE HELD. ESTIMATES OF POPULATION VARY 
WILDLY (500,000 TO 1,500,000) BUT OMANI CONSENSUS IS THAT 
COUNTRY IS UNDERPOPULATED. THERE IS LITTLE, IF ANY, INTEREST 
IN POPULATION PROBLEMS. 

3. WITH FOREGOING IN MIND, EMBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE APPROACH 
TO OMAN GOVT WOULD BE USEFUL AT THIS TIME. 

WOLLE 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 
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